Cytomegalovirus infection of the cervix detected by cytology and histology: a report of five cases.
We present four cases of cytomegalovirus (CMV) infection detected by cervical cytology of asymptomatic young women. One patient who had undergone bone marrow transplantation was immunosuppressed, but no factors predisposing to CMV infection were identified in the other three patients. A cervical biopsy specimen from a fifth patient, who was also asymptomatic, demonstrated the locus of CMV infection to be in endocervical gland cells. Immunocytochemical and polymerase chain reaction studies on this biopsy specimen confirmed that the histological changes were caused by CMV. The finding of CMV-infected cells in cervical cytological or biopsy specimens is a rarity. Our observations in asymptomatic, non-immunocompromised women suggest their presence is an incidental finding, unlikely to have any clinical significance.